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Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 

WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )E3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 09 October 2007 . 
2a)(3 This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 C;D. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) [X] Claim(s) 15-26 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) ^ Claim(s) 20-26 is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 15-19 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) K The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)E] accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 .121 (d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) ^ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
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1 .03 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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Response to Amendment 

1 . In response to the Office Action mailed 06 July 2007, applicant submitted a response 
filed 09 October 2007, in which the applicant amended claims 15-16 and 18-19 without adding 
new matter. Applicant added claims 22-26 which correspond to claims 15-19 in the form of a 
tangible computer storage medium. 

Response to Arguments 

2. The examiner acknowledges applicant's election of group II. 

As a result of amendments, the examiner thanks applicant and withdraws all 35 U.S.C. § 
112 rejections. 

Applicant's arguments filed 09 October 2007 regarding claims 15-19 have been fully 
considered but they are not persuasive. Regarding applicant's remarks with respect to 
independent claim 15 on pages 6 and 7 of Remarks, the examiner has considered them and 
respectfully disagrees with applicant's assertion of Goni failing to teach the claimed invention. 
As with applicant's invention, the inventive concept of Goni is the ability to deal with the many 
complications arising from verb conjugation in certain languages (e.g. Spanish) in a quick and 
efficient manner. Section 3.2 (pages 325-327) of Goni shows multiple possible entries of the 
term doctor (Fig. 4) followed by an explanation of annotations (e.g. n, wl, masc). Applicant 
asserts that Goni fails to disclose, 'defining, for a segment, final segment data indicative of 
whether the segment must appear in a final position of any verb-clitic words formed using the 
segment.' The examiner is essentially interpreting the above to be defining and tagging suffix 
information (e.g. case endings that form the conjugation of verbs) with respect to verb-clitic 



Application/Control Number: Page 3 

10/804,883 

Art Unit: 2626 

forms of words. The examiner points to section '5.5.2 The stochastic tagger' on pages 339-340 
of Goni. This section deals with the splitting and tokenization of verbs and clitic pronouns and 
suffixes. Additionally, Goni states (page 340), 'The modifications made to the Xerox Tagger in 
order to adapt it to Spanish have to do mainly with suffix handling and processing of clitic 
pronouns.' (Emphasis added) 

Applicant's arguments, see pages 8-9, filed 09 October 2007, with respect to claims 20- 
21 have been fully considered and are persuasive. The rejections of 06 July 2007 have been 
withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 15-19 and 22-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Goni et ah, 'ARIES: A lexical platform for engineering Spanish processing tools', Natural 
Language Engineering 3(4), pg. 317-345, Cambridge University Press, 1997 referred to as 
Goni hereinafter. 

Claims 15 and 22 : Goni discloses a method and tangible computer storage medium for 
annotating verb-clitic form segments in a lexicon, comprising: 

i. defining, for a segment (p. 336, 'patterns'), final segment data indicative of whether the 
segment must appear in a final position of any verb-clitic words formed using the segment (p. 
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327, Section 3.3, 'and the fourth rule validates as words the singular forms (wl) obtained from 
the first rule without further concatenation. ' p. 336, Section 5.1, 7zar$/, etc...'); and 

ii. annotating the segment using the defined final segment data (p. 340, Section 5.5.2). 

Claims 16 and 23 : Goni discloses a method and tangible computer storage medium as per 
claim 15 above, further comprising 

i. defining, for the segment, segment association data indicative of valid combinations of 
the segment with other types of segments to form verb-clitic words (p. 336, Section 5.1, 'Thus, 
verbs in the conjugation model 2 have two allomorphs: the first one is regular (stripping the -ar 
ending), and the second one changes from z to cfor some inflected forms, depending on the first 
character of the morpheme to be added 18 . In contrast, verbs belonging to the 3a model present 
four allomorphs: the first is the regular one, and the last three ones account for vowel changes in 
the stem, such as diptongation or marked diacritical stress, whether combined with the /z/ to /c/ 
spelling change or not. '); and 

ii. annotating the segment using the segment association data (p. 340, Section 5.5.2). 
Claims 17 and 24 : Goni discloses a method and tangible computer storage medium as per 

claim 16 above, wherein the segment is a clitic form segment, and wherein the step of defining 
segment association data (p. 336, Section 5.1, {v( M 3a"); continue}, etc..) further comprises 
defining the segment association data such that it is indicative of classes (models) of clitic hosts 
variants to which the clitic form segment can appropriately be attached (p. 336, Section 5.1, 
Thus, verbs in the conjugation model 2 have two allomorphs... '). 

Claims 18 and 25 : Goni discloses a method and tangible computer storage medium as per 
claim 16 above, wherein: 
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i. the segment is a clitic pair form segment, the method further comprising defining, for 
the segment, word break data indicative of a word break location in the clitic pair form segment 
(p. 340, Section 5.5.2, 'If it is not, but the token can be split into a verb form plus some clitic 
pronouns, ') ; and 

ii. annotating the segment using the word break data (p. 340, Section 5.5.2). 

Claims 19 and 26 : Goni discloses a method and tangible computer storage medium as per 
claim 16 above, wherein: 

i. the segment is a clitic host variant, the method further comprising defining, for the 
segment, verification data indicative of whether the clitic host variant must be combined with a 
clitic segment to form a valid word (p. 325, Table 1 discloses a labeling convention used in 
modeling verbs in which numbers are assigned to indicate variant forms necessary for each 
situation); and 

ii. annotating the segment using the verification data (p. 340, Section 5.5.2). 

Allowable Subject Matter 
5. Claims 20-21 are allowed. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of 
allowable subject matter: Goni and Grimshaw fails to specifically disclose, alone or in 
combination determining whether absence of final segment data associated with the first verb- 
clitic form segment indicates that the first verb-clitic form segment cannot be a final segment of 
the verb-clitic word; determining whether final segment data associated with the second verb- 
clitic form segment indicates that the second verb-clitic form segment must be the final segment 
of the verb-clitic word; and combining the first and second verb-clitic form segments from the 
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lexicon to form the verb-clitic word only if it is determined that the first verb-clitic form segment 
cannot be the final segment and that the second verb-clitic form segment must be the final 
segment. 

Conclusion 

6. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 . 1 36(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Justin W. Rider whose telephone number is (571) 270-1068. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 7:30AM - 5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David R. Hudspeth can be reached on (571) 272-7843. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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